performs great works of goodness that he has begun;
and that is the goal to reach which men should do
gooji works; for in the doing of great good works lies
the great reward. Then there is constancy, that is,
stability of purpose, and this should be evidenced
in heart by steadfast faith, and in word and in atti-
tude and in appearance and in deed. Also, there are
other special remedies against acedia or sloth, in
divers works, and in consideration of the pains of
Hell and of the joys of Heaven, and in faith in the
grace of the Holy Ghost, that will give to a man the
strength wherewith to perform his good purpose.
SEQUITUR DE AVARICIA
After acedia I will speak of avarice and of covet-
ousness, of which sin Saint Paul says that "The love
of money is the root of all evil:" ad Timotheum,
sexto capitulo. For verily, when the heart o£ a man is
confounded within itself, and troubled, and when
the soul has lost the comforting of God, then seeks a
man a vain solace in worldly things,
Avarice, according to the description of Saint Au-
gustine, is the eagerness of the heart to have earthly
things. Others say that avarice is the desire to acquire
earthly goods and give nothing to those that need.
And understand that avarice consists not only of
greed for land and chattels, but sometimes for learn-
ing and for glory, and for every kind of immoderate
thing. And the difference between avarice and covet-
ousness is this, Covetousness is to covet such things
as one has not; and avarice is to keep and withhold
such things as one has when there is no need to do
so. Truly, this avarice is a sin that is very damnable;
for all holy writ condemns it and inveighs against
that vice; for it does wrong to Jesus Christ. For it
takes away from Him the love that men owe to Him
and turns It backward, and this against all reason;
and it causes that an avaricious man has more hope
59$

